STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

1315 W, 4th Avenue * Kennewick, Washington 99336-6018 * (509) 735-7581

July 26, 1999

Mr. Richard Fr:
Office of River :ction
Richland, Washington 99352

Mr. George H. Sanders

U.S. Department of Energy
P.O. Box 550, MSIN AS5-15
Richland, Washington 99352

Dear Messrs. French and Sanders:

Re: Comments on Draft Fiscal Year (FY) 2000 Technical Sampling Basis and
Waste Information Requirements Document

The Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) has reviewed the Draft Fiscal
Year 2000 Tank Characterization Technical Sampling Basis and Waste Information
Requirements Document, HNF-4048, Revision A (TSB-WIRD), that was submitted to
satisfy the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order (Tri-Party Agreement
[TPA]) Milestone M-44-13C. In general, Ecology accepts this draft document, even
though it is incomplete.

The draft TSB-WIRD starts well and does a good job of describing the issues and ranking
the tanks for sampling. While the TSB-WIRD does list the number of tanks and
identifies which tanks need to be sampled for each issue in FY 2000, it does not make
any commitment as to which tanks, or how many tanks, will actually be sampled. The
line for “Total Tanks Scheduled FY2000” in Table 8-1 has been left blank; it is difficult
to review and comment on an incomplete draft. Ecology does not have a clear picture of
the United States Department of Energy’s (USDOE) actual characterization plans for FY
2000.
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